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Newsletter of the Motor Neurone Disease Association of Tasmania 

All members, family and friends of MND 

Tasmania are warmly invited to attend the 

AGM and to hear guest speaker Jacqui 

Bannon, Speech Pathologist, speak about 

and demonstrate equipment which is: 

Assistive Technology for Communication 

at 1.30 pm on Sunday 6 March 2016 

at the Ravenswood Community Health Centre, 

39 ï 41 Lambert St, Ravenswood (Launceston). 

(The Centre has excellent modern accessible 

facilities and parking.) 

MND Tasmania Annual General Meeting ñ6 March 2016  

Australian comedian, actor and musician Tim 
Minchin has joined with the Sydney Symphony 
Orchestra to launch a campaign to raise 
awareness and funds for MND.  

On August 25 2015 accompanied by the 
Orchestra, Tim played and sang a beautiful and 
haunting rendition of Neil Finn's 'Don't Dream It's 
Over' to launch MND Australia's new campaign 

ñThe Fading Symphonyò.  

But there was more to the performance than what 
would be expected. Be surprised and captivated  
ï access  the video of the performance  at http://
www.mndatas.asn.au: The Fading Symphony and 

Nominations for the Board 

The term of office for Directors of MND 

Tasmania is one year. Directors are nominated 

and elected at the AGM. 

If you are unable to attend the AGM and would 

like to nominate or be nominated for a place on 

the Board, please contact Secretary Michele 

Newton on 1800 806 632 (leave message for 

Michele to contact you) or via email at 

info@mndatas.asn.au 

read more about it and the background to the 
creation of the performance on our Facebook 
page which can also be accessed at the website. 

Off the back of the Ice Bucket Challenge 
campaign during 2014 and 2015, awareness of 
MND has significantly increased but there is still 
no diagnostic tool nor cure.  

MND Australia and the State associations 
continue to work hard to promote the cause of 
MND. Our goal is to strive towards a world without 
MND and in the interim, to strive for a cure and 
the most effective treatment for people who live 
with the disease. 

http://www.mndatas.asn.au/
http://www.mndatas.asn.au/
mailto:info@mndatas.asn.au
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New Members  

We welcome new members living with MND and their 
families to the MND Tasmania community, network and 
services. 

Please feel free to contact our staff member Hayley 
Tristram who is the Regional Advisor for Tasmania or 
any member of the MND Tasmania Board via the MND 
Tasmania email address, website or telephone 
(message). The details are on page 4 of this 
Newsletter.  

The Regional Advisor service is part of MND Victoria 
and Hayley is based in Launceston. She travels 
Statewide as required to support our members on a 
needs-basis. For more information, refer to the 
organisational summary on the back page. 

Vale  

We extend our sympathy to the family and friends of 
members who have recently passed away including 
Mrs Dianne Ranson. 
We gratefully acknowledge the gifts received in the 
memory of Mrs Dievertje de Jong and Mrs Pat (Agnes) 
Harris. 

Fundraising and Building 

Awareness  

Thank you to the families and supporters who have 
been organising and participating in fundraising and 
awareness activities during the past months, some of 
which are featured on our facebook pages which can 
be viewed at http://www.mndatas.asn.au.  

Share your stories by posting on our facebook site and 
for this newsletter, please send them via email or post 
(see contact details on page 4).  

MND Week ð May 1 ð 7, 2016  

This annual event provides a window of opportunity 
every year to raise the profile of MND and to raise 
funds to support people living with MND in Tasmania. 
We are indebted to the committed people who faithfully 
work hard to contribute to this cause year after year. 

Get ready! As MND Week is always the first full week 
of May, it will be early in 2016!  

Be prepared by looking for Mary Erickson's notes in the 
next MND Tasmania News in April for information on 
how you can help. If you would like to plan now, you 
can contact Mary on 0438 523 382. 

Northern Support Group  

Christmas Party 

The Northern Support Group hosted the MND 
Tasmania Christmas Party 2015 on Sunday November 
22. Many new and longstanding members and their 
families had a joyous time of fun with good company, 
food and music. Santa came along again and the 
children had a great time as he had a gift for everyone! 

We enjoyed another milestone as it was the first time 
our Regional Advisor could join us. We also were the 
lucky first to use the brand new Ravenswood Centre on 
a weekend!  

Thank you to all who joined in and the many helpers 
from the setting up and decorating to the packing up.  

Monthly meetings 

All long-standing and newer members and supporters 
are very welcome to join these monthly get-togethers.  

Thank you to the stalwarts of the Group who provided 
the backbone of support last year ï Mary, Pat and 
Harry, the Batge family, Annette and Libby. 

WHEN: Meetings will be held at 11am ï 1pm on the 
third Monday of each month until April 18 (due to the 
Public Holidays) and then from May 30 onwards, on the 
last Monday of the month as usual. 

Meetings planned for 2016  ï  February 22, March 21, 
April 18, May 30, June 27. 

WHERE: The Ravenswood Community Health Centre, 
39 ï 41 Lambert St, Ravenswood (excellent accessible 
and modern facilities and parking). 

The contact person for this group is Mary Erickson who 
may be contacted at 1800 806 632 (message). 

Southern Support Group  

The Southern Support Group commenced in 
Lindisfarne in 2015 with meetings in September and 
October. We met different people each time and thank 
you to Jenny, Nicole and Michele who have provided 
the continuity of support.  

Members and supporters are very welcome to join the 
gatherings planned for 2016. 

WHEN: On the last Friday of the month at 12.30ï 2pm.  

Meetings planned for 2016  ï February 26, April 29 (as 
Easter is in March), May 27.   

WHERE: Lindisfarne Community Activities Centre,  

37A Lincoln St., Lindisfarne.  

Enter at the upper car park and park in the lower car 
park. Access to the building is via the door at ramp 
entrance at the top of the lower car park. 

The contact person for this group is Michele Newton 
who may be contacted at 1800 806 632 (message). 

http://www.mndatas.asn.au/

